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SERMON. 



>eeee{>^CE!^^eee«c 



n. SAMEUEL, xii, 17. 



^EN rff£ MEN OB DaVID SWARE umQ HIM,, SAY^ 

iNG^ Thou shalt go no, more our witi^ us to 

SAtrZE, THAT T30U "QUENCH MOT THE LIGHT OF 
ISJUBL. 



"J. RULY Kght is fweet, and a pleafant thing it 
Is for the eyes to behold the fun." This great fource 
of light was early formed by the Creator's hand. " He 
faw that it was good," It h^s ever fince been the 
beauty and the glory of its fyftem. Its moft extenfive 
beneficence is as neceflary, as its fplendor is illuftrious. 
It is effential to the gladnefs, the guidance, and the 
fupport of the various inhabitants of the globe., ,,It is 
peculiarly the life and the beajity of the vegetative cre- 
ation. By this the enamelled meads are drelTed in 
fheir richeft robes, *' furpaffing Solomon in all his 
glory." 

With great wifdom then and propriety, did the 
Qien of Ifrael ufe the delicate and ftrong figure of light, 

to 
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to give an idea of the (plendor and benignity of thdr 
ruling Sovereign. The two principal ideas contained 
in this metaphor, are beams to guide, and rays to cbeer; 
or, gvudance and conafort. When applied to a juft and 
good thing, it fignifies that hfe governs with wifdom and 
rigbteoufnefs ; and to the joy ^x\AfelUity oihh fubjeiSts. 
David hjmfelf ufes the fame fpletidid figure, in the 
fenfe of the text. " He that ruleth over men muft be 
juft, ruling in the fear of God ; and he fhall be as the 
light of the niorningi when the fun rifeth, even a morn- 
ing without clouds ; as the tender grafs fpfinging out 
of the earth by clear fhinifig after rain." ' '' 

The nien of Ifrael,wifer than many iii this day, duly 
appreciated the bleffings of good governm/snt,^ and 
highly tendered the .precious li^ oi their, fovereigo. 
They trenA)led at his perfonal danger. They boldly' 
oppofed his deiign of going to battle againft his rebel- 
lious fon, and pr^ented his es^pici(iare'6f hini&If. They 
anfwered with all the fervor of love^ and the firmnefs 
rffatwcHihi : ^' Them- Ih^t i0i. go fotth : Eor if we 
flee 'away, they -will not care for- us i Neither if half of 
us dia, wilt they caare for us' : Bttt thoiU art worth ten 
thoufand of us." What noble fentiments are thefe ! 
And what fterling worth ! Ij was foi; a like caufe, and 
on a finular occafion, that they fpake the words of our 
tesit.- • ' -■ ■■ ■ -.1 : v. -. ■ 

David bad wearied himf^If in battle, aSd fpenfc hk 
Ifength. A gigantic' foe* H'^ his advantatge, attd hadf 
nearly improved itj aridtafcfen his fife. " ABi^'Af,-ohe 
of his -©fenetalsj ^jolMferf of prefencie elf mittd, ft^pedf 
in a mortwnt between hr^ princfe and death j fkvea hihti^ 
fronrthe hands ofhis huge afitagbnift, and gavfe th^ 
mohfter- th6 fetaf' thruft. Gri that gre^ ode^^dS^ 
"his men," with equal re^n, " SWarete Mm/*'fef^flg, 
" Thou flialtgo'n© inore'ciut wfth us to battle, that thou 
qtterich rtot the fight of IffaeL" How happy is fuch at 
prince ! How bleffed is fuch a People ! Could I ABiiij 
thing, which fhould promote fuch hapTOijefsji Ffliould 
furelybehappystob. ^ ' ' iPfuppofef 
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I fuppofe I Ihould do but little to this purpofe, v^te I 
to fpend fame to prove, that civil government is a necef- 
fefy inftitution, evident from the natufe and circiim* 
ftuices of mankind ; that it is agreeable to the will of the. 
Supreme Rider of the world ; and that it may be ad- 
xnim^eredin fiicb a manner as to be of very various and 
e?tenfive benefit to fociety. There is, I coftccive, as 
Kttle reafon to induce me to fhow the comparative ex- 
cellencies and defeds of the feveral forms of govern* 
ment, which diflFerent nations have adopted. By the 
help of all thefe, the unioA has fornted conftittttions, 
perhaps, the moil excellent and ^igiMe of any yet 
thought of. To offer ta our Rulers of this State, with 
modeftyjandyet with Zeal, fome plain dire€kion8 for an 
happy adininiftration of our public affsucrs, is the bufmefi 
before us i with the refulting duties of the People. 

If Rulers would be the light suid joy of thePieople,k 
is effential that they bear a kind amd parental «^<f2®5/rto 
them. This is a principle animating said perfevernig^ 
and eflfential to a joyfii^ adivity in duty. Civil tRuIer^ 
are in a Nation exaked and important. The eonfequen* 
ces of iheir conduft are of a very ferious and ive%htj 
nature, (leeply aSeOkig theinterefts of the comn^nity; 
while they are feeking the Welfere of the Peopte» affairs 
may come before themi of a very perplexed and intricate 
nature, calling for their united wifdcnn, probity and pa^ 
^ence. At tSe farne time, their unwearied and labormg 
fervices may not receire^ from the People that approba- 
tion, which tihey merit. The beft meafores of their ad- 
minifkation may be difapproved and blamed, and cen* 
fured aS; wrong ; neither calculated, nor even defigned 
for the public good. 

Under tfeefe andfitnilar drctmilfenifiCT, how neceffary 
is that love of the People, which Adav^s ijiim a regard to 
Gd^i and chrifiian principles ! Here Rulers mufl; rife 
above pf efent confiderations, and aiSb agreeably to- their 
ftations, and as accountable to Gkriiw They thuft view 
^eioafelves as the Fiatfiers of the Pfiopfe* aj^joihted hy 

GoQ, 
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CoD) and reafon to take care of thdr , interefts, an4 
promote ♦their welfare ;. althjaugh they, fhould prove 
unthankful children, pei^ertted by ignorant^ men ; or 
fu(^ as are refllefs, difcontented and ^ditioa^. Know<^ 
' ing that they are " minifters of God for good" to the 
People, they muft attend to that very thing. And a 
fmcere aim to promote that, animated by benevolencgi 
fhould never be n^le£i;ed a monient. A defire to b^ 
ufeful, and blefs mankind, ihould rule in, the hearts o£ 
all ; men pq&IJSng the ftation and influence of Rulers^ 
fhould greatly cherifh iti They, cannot rule us jn the 
fejtf of GOD vdthout it. 

But, animated by this, and guided by wifdpm, th,ey 
VTill ^ne in their influence, as the fun in the.firmar 
ment^ and enlighten and cheer all who have eyes, to 
fee, and fenGbility to feel. And they may always hope 
^is number will be large, notwithftanding all the jeal- 
ous and uneafy men, who grow up fpontaneoufly 4n. 
free governments. Many will fay of fuch Rulers, 
*' They are the glory and liability of our times.", 
£ven in this day of jarring politics, we have Rulers of 
whom we fay, " Ye are worth ten thoufand of us." 
We have our Nehemiahs, for whom we pray^ 
*',LoRD blot not out all their good deeds which they 
have done for >thy people, and for the houfes of our 
God." We have our Mordecai's, who are *' great 
in the nations and accepted of the multitude of their 
brethren, feeking the wealth of the People, and fpeak- 
ing peace to all their feed." All Rulers 0iov|ld be like 
thefe, and become the light aiid gladnefs of the People. 
Great knowledge of the nature and duties of govern- 
ment is another pjurt of that genial light,by which,Ru- 
lers fhine, and give the People joy. , This, with a 
conneded and competent acqudntance with hi^an 
nature, is eflential, if they, would' rule with hohor to 
themfeives, and advantage to the People. Should thp 
People fee, that tidey afe ignorjcat, or negleflful, of , the 
ConAitution, and the principal rules of adnujaiftratipny 

they 
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t'^ey •vvouid view them as a luminary ilndef an eclipft^ 
ihedding a tenebridus and portentous light. But, whll'e 
they duly regard' both thefe ■frith a prudent reference 
to the gfehius and fentiments of the People, they will 
fhine with a pleading and acceptable' fpiendon For 
while they wifely arid faithfully attend to that Gdrifti- 
tution, which the united wifdo'mand Care of the whole 
People have fotriied and chofen, and 'which is admira* 
bly adapted to the fecurity and promotion of the gen- 
eral welfare, how can the People complain ? How can 
they refufe either approbation, or gratitude ? They 
mull fee, that fuch conduGt fecures their liberties and 
polTeflions ; and in many Ways renders the enjoymerit 
of them greatly enhanced. Laws made by fiach Rulers, 
mull be, not only conftitutional, biit wife and whole- 
fome. They mull be agreeable to all good citizens ; 
arid ofFerifive only to " the lawlefs and difobedient," 
for whom they are efpecially needful. Such rulers 
will fhine in their orbits with bright and cheering rays. 
They mufl fee, in a thoufand inftances, which peOple in 
the' mafs overlook, fuch meafures as will favour the gen- 
eral welfare. They mufl be fuppofed to know the moll 
equitable and eafy way of levying taxes, the irioft wife 
and neceffary laws, the moft worthy and fuitable meri 
for all civil offices, the mofl eligible ways of promoting 
difcoveries and improvements in arts and fciences, and 
in the comforts and conveniencies of life ; the moft 
efficacious means of checldng vice, and aiding virtue ; 
and, in general, the bed ways of promoting the public 
welfare. Such Rulers will be viewed by all the wife 
and goo'd, as the Light and Happinefs qf the People. 
And' if orie among them could be foiiria alone to wilh 
the light quenched, that the blefhngs of anarchy might 
fucceed, he alone would defefve to have his choice, 
and to " be filled with his oWn ways." 

If Rulers wOuld fhine with a genial fplendor, and 

give folid joy to the people, they mufl attend with 

inach care to the Laws which they make to goverA 

B them. 



tlvem. The bafis of thefe ftiould ever be. juftipe, ind[ 
fnercy. Thefe virtues fhould always be encourage^ 
and the oppofite vices checked. Rulers in their ^e- 
fign " are not a terror to good works, but to evil." 
And no good and quiet, man Ihould be flavifli^y 
« afraid of tlie power ;" but afTured, that, " |Iping 
wellhe fhould have praife of the fame.*' Juftice is, 
perhaps, the bia^teft gem in the crown. of a Ruler. 
tie Ihould eVer be able to fay, "I put on rigl^opfi. 
nefs, and it clothed me : and my judgment was a robe 
and a (fiadem/' This fhould be the robe of every 
Magiftrate, in every department of governments For 
^ow can a People be happy when this is not the cafe ? 
if iniquity be framed by law, what will become of the 
peace and felicity of the People ? And if the courfe of 
j;uftice be {topped among a People by the corruption 
6r intln^ddatioii of the judicial powers, " where can 
the righteous feek redrefs ?" And how. can the guilty 
be made afraid ? Juilice i$. fo eiTential to the wel&t'e 
pf communities ! • 

It is in itfelf an exalted and divine virtue. In this 
'Spc peculiarly refemble the Deity. Almoft all other^ 
virtues have a reference to ourfelves. This is gener- 
ous and benevolent, extending to all mankind. Goo 
alone is. juft.to perfeftion, and able to diftribute it en- 
tire and without defed. His omnifQience giviip him 
the moft complete view of all moral beings ; and his 
almighty af'm enables him to render to all according 
to their deeds.. 

The nearer Civil Rylefg (who.are gods beloif) ap- 
proach to the,,l3ivine Model, , the more truly .are they 
the light of tife. People : And by a wife npxtir^ of 
mercy and juilice, in their adminiflLrations, tfiey a-qfem- 
Ble the Deity in ibaf raviftung glory whiph is feen. '* in 
flie face of Jesus Christ."" Let pur laws parta&e of 
fiiefe heavenly ingredients ; and let ^mn be^tr-uly and 
faithfully executed. On thefe two pillars hang all the 
t?eaUh' and quietnefa of the People, At leaft they are 

effeiitlal 
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effential to their virtue and happitiefs, their eafe an4 
Irafrqiiillity. 

Sumptuary and economical laws might aid the caufe 
of virtue, and fb fai>as the povfers of government reach 
that vra,y, they wBf be well employed to check a rage 
for extr?ivagant diterifions and'aniufements of all kinds. 
Thefe Ajngs are injurious to y&ung Republics'^ and ' 
Chrijiian Republics. I am aware the fubjeft is delicate, 
and the fpirit of the times backward to reftraint j yet 
we venture to fay, " A land of levity is a land of guilt." 
A People devoted to high-feafoned pleafures, and fliowy 
diVerfiohs, improved by the flowers of eloquence, are 
apt to form romantic ideas of happinefs, to lofe a relifH 
for the folid "duties and comforts of life, and to contrad; 
a g^^ng diftafte to the better pleafures of virtue, and 
the elevating hopes of religion. We are apt in thip 
way to " feek a Heaven b^low the Ikies," and to neg- 
le^ that which is above. The natural effed is, a carnal 
and worldly temper. Tooppofe the fteps which lead 
(:p this, and to remove the temptations to it, are labours 
iK^orthy of all Minifters, civil or facred. Encouraging 
frugality, induftry and temperance in pleafure, and op- 
polihg the oppofite evils^ Magiftrates do well. In thus 
regarding juftice and mercy, and feeking alfo the pro- 
motion of beneficial and virtuous habits of living, th^ 
will fhine to approbation ; and it will be the duty of 
the People to " lead quiet and peaceable lives in all 
gMIineife and honefty.'* * 

If Rulers would be the light of the People, they muft 
attend dofely to the characters of men whom they put 
into authority. Every man in office Ihould be pofl'efled 
of probity and firmnefs, and a friend to manHnd and 
to righteoufnefs. The laws of a country niay be wife 
and good ; yet, when the aftions of men are tried by 
ft€m, thCT niay be tvpifted and perverted, fo that the 
innocent ihall fttffer, and the guilty be acquitted. The 
laws fli^l have " a meaning never meant," owing to 
fome tague expreffioiis in the frame of them ; or fome 

other 



C ^3 3 

other -l^ncile vidll be made ufe pf to t^.ia^ne purpofe. 
Hence the hnportance of integrity in the judicial de- 
partmentg. 

Men in office, deigned to ^eep the peace of foci-- 
ety, and promote jufti'ce and union among neighbours, 
may do eminent fervice, a<Sting well, and keeping the 
;Snd of their appointment in view. By advifmg par- 
ties to peace and friendfllip, £^d fometirttes relaxing 
their fees, they may prevent much mifchi^f, and pro-, 
mote mvich happinefs. All " our officers ihould be 
peace,and our exafliors righteouihefs ;" that " our.peace 
"may be as a river." " Righteouihefs ejcalteth a nation.*' 
It tends to happjnels, and procures the bleffing of ,Gofl, 
*' which maketh rich." " When he giveth qviietaids who, 
then can make trouble ? And when he hideth hisiaqe 
who then can behold him ? Whether it be done;againft 
a nation, or againft a man only." Righteous men in of-. 
, fice ihine aaid allure to right condufl: by ithw example. 
Under them government is beloved and honoured. 
"Befidej when it is well known that government is juft, 
and that unworthy men are ex;cluded from polls of 
honour and profit, this very thing will be an incentive 
to a fair and good charaf^r. And m?n ever known 
to have been felfifli, and never to have ferved the in- 
terefts of fociety, will be afraid to be candidates for im-, 
portant offices. The idea of difappointment will check 
them; and they will dread to have their charafters 
held up to public view, left they fhould become doubly 
fcandalous to them. This care to fill offices with wor- 
thy men, will then turn out greatly advaiiit?igeou&ttQ 
the public : For .good menalfowopld as readily come 
forward, in this cafe, as the bafe would hide themfelves, 

In order to provethat the Ii)elty is on jfhefide of vir- 
tue, and that it vnll finally prevail, an eminent author 
has Jwppojed a nation to be wholly fightedus. The 
fame, the nature and the government of -this nation, 
are imagined to make it the greateft and 't^ mjjft Jfen^, 
py pation on earth, Qn^ilep, ?(iid -an ^jnpGit^ one 

■ toward? 
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ife^vatds this jjngulj^r feliclfcy of a people, 5(50uljJ;be aii 
exclufive introduQipn gf w^orthy men into pl^aq^s pf 
jiuthority. 

Senfible of this, even die .iinenlightened Pharaoh 
vvas wholly influenced by it in-the <:hoice of a very im- 
pprtaiit pfiicer. He ,f?iid tp his fervants, ".Gail we 
|ind (uch a one as this is, a man, in whom the Spirit pf 
God is ?" on -which Rol^lin .makes this, good reflec- 
tion : " In talking thus he entirely reformed a faUe 
policy, which confiders virtue ^nd religion .as. unfer- 
yiceable in the government of a State, and finds an 
exact prqbity tbo ^reat a .qhepk upon its views and 
proje£l:s. This ftupid impiety is expofed to etern*! 
ihame by an infidel King. He is convinced that the 
more of the Spirit of God a Minifler has, the more 
capable he is of ^governing a kingdom. Andtheleaft 
attention fuffices' to difcoxer, that the oppofite principle 
■flows from the utter want of human underftandipg." 

When therefore, in any government, the vilefl: ^men 
may rife, either by fervility or fecondary influence, we 
may fay, there is a radical,. defefl:, in adminifl;ration. 
So far fuch a gpvernment is reduced to iiifamy and 
mifery. 

And .as, in our happy country, the People poflefs the 
privilege of choofing their Rulers, in the firft inftance 
It .is pf mighty importance that .they fliould have that 
knowledge and that virtue which will enable them to 
make a jufl: and wife ufe of it. To this end the in- 
creafe of virtue and general knowledge, is greatly to 
be defired.and promoted. For what is a Free Repub- 
lic, and what is it foon like to be, without its eflential 
pillars ? Even fince the days of our independence, al- 
though a People never had greater privileges, or made 
mpre rapid ftrides in profperity, it has coft the nation 
^ge fums to quell infurreftions and rebellions. But, 
<:pi4d thefe have rifen, had the nation poflefTed a due 
Ihare pf kfipwledge and virtue ? Let us all then exert 

purfelves 
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ourielvca to promote theW; and let no man rife t0 
pofts of honour without them. For, 

" When impious men bear fway, 

'^^. « The poft of honour is the private ftation.*' 

But this will not be the only misfortune of fuch men 
bearing fway. The body will receive detriment, and 
in more ways than one. The national interefts will be 
neglefted ; merit will be difcourajged, and vile men "will 
rejoice,, and do mifchief without fear* 

As the light and fuppbrt of the People, Rulers muft 
defend them in their enjoyments, by ketping peace zt 
home and abroad, as far as may be. 

In this weighty bufmefs, I confefe, more wifdom is 
required, than I have any ckim to ; but that internal 
and external peace is a blefling of the ftrft magnitude, 
and accordingly to be fought, no one will deny. 
" To fecure it at honie, and to promote all the bleff- 
ings to which it is favourable, is the duty of Risers ; 
and if thefe ends can be obtained by the wife and -pru- 
dent conduft of government, it will be happy; jtodi 
in general, we may hope for this. But if unreafonable ' 
men will, notwithftanding, rife up againft the gOvern- 
jneat, and difturb the public Tpe^ce, force is then juftly 
teforted to. 

. To fecure us from fireign wars, it is plainly the 
duty of Rulers to be juft in their conduct towards the 
other nations with whom they have connexion's. And 
if mifunderftanding take place between us and any 
fnch ration, it feems truly juft and wife, and apatt of 
commendabie policy, to try the event of upright and 
honorable negociation. And the importance of pre- 
venting an open rupture with fuch a nation may be fo 
great as to juftify all the fteps of an amicable* and per- 
fevering negociation. Such fteps Will vindicate our na- 
tional character in the eyes of all nations ; bring down 
the bleffing of God upon us ; fill the people with love 
to- government, and animate them firmly to defend 

their . 
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tikeir comijtry againft the hoftile attempts of fijioji a na» 
&n, wheh negociation fhall have proved inefScient. 

We rejoice and-blefs God, that the condufl: of our 
Rulers, tb keep peace at home and abroad, is the exaft 
refemblance of all that we have faidi 

4-s the calamities of war are devoutly to be depre- 
cated ; fo w^ pray God, that the meafures taken for 
our juft defence may tujn out, under a benign Provi- 
dence, the preyent«)n of them, s And as this is the aim 
and good defign of our Rulers ; fo, I doubt not, they 
cordially approve of the fpirit of that prayer which was 
ofer^d by a great prince and w^rior after a deciiive 
battle : 

" Make wars, O Lord, by wars to cea&.j 
And let this conqueft lead to peace." ' , 

But fhould we, after all, be called to put the hamefs 
On,, tiiejii/iice of our caufe would lead us to hope in 
that God who has ever been *' the hope of our Ifrael 
an4:th^ Saviour of it in times of trouble." 

I only add, rulers will be eminently the light of the 
people by aitUijg the caufe and promotion oi learning, 
virtue and religion. 

Thefe are fo eflential to the real and lafting welfare 
of the body, and have been Co truly the glory of our 
country, that our civil heads cannot promote or efteem 
th^n to ^cefs. To eneour^e, and ftilL maintain, 
fc!^ools for youth, is, doubtlefs^ one < good means of 
aniwering thefe great purpofes. And here we may 
alfo re<^n the encouragement of ufeful difcoveries 
and innjenti(fns. And if they can do any thing by au- 
thority or example, to bring into a more juft dleem, 
a learned and pious Chrijtimi Mini/iry, the times too 
louldly call for it. People are fadly indifferent, in 
miuiy places, or even averfe to the fettlesiient and im- 
provement of fuch paftors. With large nuiiibers^ the 
peac^ the order, the union and edification' of the 
churches of Christ, are fmall things ; and the increafe 
of infi4eli|y, or vain, and imported philofophy, on the 

one 
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oft^ hand, and of difordter in churches, and' angry fep^ 
arations and delufioh^, 6n tlie other, calls aloild to otii* 
Zibn. With me, thefe are the moft portentouG appear- 
ances' of the day. If any men, or order of men, can 
be the happy inflrurivents of promoting more light and 
love among Chriftian^, they -vdll be eminently honoured 
of God, and eiqually dear to the friends or Christ's 
pjeaceful kingdom. 

Our Uiilverfify ^ which has given fo many ornaments 
stod bleffings both to Church and State, will receive the 
fdflering care of our Civil Fathers. 

And as they profefs the religion of Christ, we 
hope with the greater confidence, that they will efteem 
its heavenly dodrines, and obferve its pure precepts, 
and be lovely examples of fo divine a religion, in all 
their private deportment. 

As Rulers, they ^vill aft for Christ, who has raifed 
them to feats of dignity ; and who poffeffes " all pow- 
er in heaven and earth." As they can ferve the com- 
iftlinityyj well in no other way, as in honouring reRg- 
ion, this duty will be obvious to them. And as thei 
works oi Providence, in all ages, are deflgned to promote 
the Redeemer's kingdom and the falvation of fouls, 
We all, and Rulers eminently, fliould concur in that beft 
defign. 

And, as Chrijhians, they may, perhaps, advance re- 
ligion as much by their private life and exaniple, as by 
bending all the power of their governmental ftatioiis 
that way. By firmly believing the infpiration of the 
facred books, and defending it by its own Handing and 
convincing evidence ; by honouring and comforiing' 
the Minifters of Christ, many of whom want com- 
fert ; by attending public worlhip, and revering our 
hftly Satbbaths ; by manifefling the pure and the be- 
ftfevolent temper of the Gofpel in their daily life ; by 
promoting the peace, union and edification of the re- 
fjpeftive Churches to which they belong ; and by dif- 
countenancing all loofe principles and practices, and 
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tencouraglng things oppofite, they may do much to aid 
the beft caufe in the world, and " to ftrengthen the 
things of religion which remain, and are ready to die/* 
Behaving thus glorioufly, thej will be the light of our 
Ifrael, and remind us with joy of that better day of 
Zibn, in which " Kings will be its nurfing fathers, and 
Queens its nurfing nwthers," direding all their powers 
^hat way. 

'' From this view of the dtitiss of Rulers, however 
curfory and imperfefl:, we yet infer thofe of the People. 
If our Rulers govern us in%>v^ and wifdom, by 
good laws, truly executed, and attend t6 our peace, 
and guard againft the calamities of war ; if they light 
the Iknips of fcience, virtue and religion, and keep them 
burningjwefhould rejoice in their light,and fay, "Bleffed 
be you, and bleffed be your fidelity, andbleffed be God," 
Such a government is an eminent4nftrument to reftrain 
theexceffes of bad menj and to defend, the good. If in- 
fi^ances had never been given, who coi^ form an idea 
of thofe crying enormities and tranfcendent cruelties, 
into which men would run, unreftrained by an efficient 
and juft government ? But were men, for any length 
of time, to " do what is right in their own eyes," we 
could furely eicpeil " no peace to him that goeth out, 
or to him that cometh in." To reftrain lawlefs men, 
and prevent the eruptioa of conceived mifchief, is one 
grand defign and happy effeft of government. Ac- 
Cording to fome men, and good judges too, this is a 
principal end of all civil authority. This is an engine 
in the hands of God, by which he prevents fueh a del- 
uge of inhuman and ungodly deeds, as would other- 
wife make the world a more complete bedlam, than 
ever yet it has bedn. Now the righteous ha.ve /ome 
Ahquillity ; otherwife " their fouls would be vexed 
from day to day by the converfation and dee^s of the 
wicked :" And they would, probably, be fo diftreffed 
as to "l^oice exceedingly, and be glad to find the 
grave." 

C How 
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How thoftikful then fliould we be for an elHcient and 
]uft government ! And how njuch fhould we prize and 
hono\ir the Light of our Ifrael, and pay tribute to gov- 
ernment gkdly ! For is not that the fecurlty, not only 
iftf our ferms and merchandize, but of our Uberty and 
lives ? And we jfhould obey them from the united prin- 
ciples of interefl and religion. The voice of in^ira- 
tion to the People, even under infidel Rulers, is, 
*' Subnrit yourfelves to fev^ry' ordinance of man for the 
Lord's fake : for fo is the will of God, that with well- 
doing ye ma,y put to filence the ignorance of foolifh 
men." With what irrefiftible motives is this obedience 
preff^ on us, whofe Rulers are Chriftians, and whofe 
"Nobles are of ourfelves; and whofe Governor pro- 
feeds from the midft of us j" and by our own glad 
choice too ! I am not furely pleading for *' paffive obe- 
dience andnon-refitj|nfce ;" but for a rational and eafy 
obedience tp a goverrmient of our own, and Rulers of 
our own. 

" But if our Rulers will not pleafe ua, and guide the 
political ftiip according to our better judgment, ihuft we 
prefs our lips clofe, nor dare condemn a mil-adminif- 
tration ?" Let v&firji be fure this is the cafe ; and then 
uie peaceful modes of obtaining redrefs. If need be, 
Idt us not again choofe fuch Rulers. And, while we 
examine public meafures wiA entire fteedbm, let us 
avoid all bad temper, and a aefire to find fault. Let 
us fliun th.2.t jealoufy, which is a baneful excrefcence of 
envy and difcontent ; otherwife we may be%ipried 
by a *' trifle light as air" to cenfure the beft me^ures 
of the beft man ; whofe wifdom, integrity and patri- 
ptifm have been proved and honoured a thoufand 
times. And let us^ not be "• unftaMe as water," cap- 
lied about Jjy every wind of " feditious doctrine." 
Let us be cajidid and quiet till there is a caufe of com- 
plaint. , For, under goyerntaeiit, have we not the moft 
fir^iblecallto this, s^nd the beft wa^zjdf " leadmg quiet 
and peaceable lives in all godlinds a^d honefty ?".Soi.- 
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©mok's advke was once good : " My fon,' fear -the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not with thofethat 
are given to change." 

It is furely our reproach, if we are ever ready to 
complain of gpyernment, and .to fret under ^ery duty, 
as if a ftrange and oppreffive thing 'had happened to 
us. We have profpered, above other People, un- 
der a mild and equitable government ; and fliall we 
be peevilh and ever unemy with it ?. This is beneath 
the wifdom and magnanimity of free men. It is too 
much like fretful children, who cannot be pleafed by 
all thctendemefg of their too indulgent parents. At 
this time it peculiarly becomes iis to be die friends of 
government, and the fupport of our Rulers. Let us 
not make their cares heavier, when the defence and 
happinefs of our common country call for all their at- 
tention, and the moft fteady exertions. And, in the 
room of complaints and murmurs, let us blefs God 
for good governments ; and that we ihay well hope we 
ihall yet be, continued free from oppreffion and defpdt- 
ifm on the one hand ; and on the other, from the ter- 
rible effects of anarchy and unbounded licentioufneft- 

Indeed, we can hardly iet bounds to our national 
hopes i'^ we will but honeftly ajid generally feek the 
public weal, ading A^ell in our feveral ftalSons. No 
doubt there are real difficulties and obftruftions in the 
way. But what nation was ever free from them ? 

Let us mention fome of th^ principal ones, and then 
fee if we cannot raife an hopeful profpe£t of national 
happinefs, notwithftanding. 

Some perfcHis are very jealous, that our Rulers wiH 
become defpotic / .?nd that they are aflually taking the 
previous fteps. But will not thefe pains be removed 
as foon as they. realize the checks and balances of our 
governments ; the circumftances of our Rulers as be- 
ing the fame with thpir own ; and the change and fre- 
quency of their elections ? 

' A fpirit 
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A fpirit of Mcentioufnefs and anarchy ^ fo much fpread 
among us, is another enemy to public happinefs. But 
was not this to be expefted, for a time, in fuch a nai 
tion as this, and in our circumftances ? Having dearly 
bought our liberty, and'poffeffed the precious boon, ifr 
was natural to expefl:, that many would run wild with 
the idea, and not fuddenly diftinguifh between govern- 
mental liberty, and Ucentioufnefs. But are we not 
coming to our fenfes, and regarding this diftindion 
more and more ? And as we grow cool, and increafe 
in knowledge, and experience the bleffings of good 
government, fliall we not foon, and generally, drop, 
this abufe of liberty, and be vdlling to be happy ? Let 
all good patriots and intelligent men teach their 
connexions this Aviftiom, and jom in advancing political 
information and folid virtue. Thus, we may hope, the 
People will fee their real interefts, and avoid a refllefs 
and fediiipus fpirit, which is its own tormentor. 

The abufe ^relimus liberty, it is granted, is another 
obfiruftion of public profperity. This liberty is a pre- 
cious part of our fingular privileges. It (houldbe em- 
ployed to promote love and good works : Thefe are 
its fweet effefts, when guided by wifdom and piety. 
But when it is made " an occafion to the fleih," aft 
inftrument of mifchief, it becomes an engine fatal to. 
the beft pleafures and bleffings of fociety. Has it not 
thus opened a door to infidelity, and the corruption of 
Chriftian doftrinesj worftiip and manners ? It is be- 
lieved to haye led the way to injurious divifions and 
angry feparation§ among Chriftians, and much enthu- 
iiafni. By thpfe means the peace and edification of 
Churches have been greatly injured ; and many places 
iiave probably been thus retarded in their defires and 
purfuits of ftated and faithful paftors. 

I defire not that men ftiould be deprived of the right 
of private judgment in religion. I would not wound 
the feelings of pious perfons, however weak and mif- 
led } but it is grievous to wife Chriftians, to fee fouls 
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turned fron| the truth to fables ; from the fimpUdty 
that is in Christ, to human fancies ; from pure in- 
fpiration,jto its fatal counterfeit. 

But has not this evil always taken place in times of 
dvil commotion^, and revolutions ? And, rnay we not 
hope, that time and confideration will remove it ? We 
have the happjeft means of knowing true religion from 
all its counterfeits. We have colleges, academies and 
fchools, defigned to promote general information and 
religious fcience. We have many excellent teachers 
in 3ie Chriftian Miniftry, workmen who need not to 
be ^amed. Under fuch eminent means of inftruc- 
tidn, let us cheerfully hope the time will foon come 
when feducers and novices in divinity fliall be eafily 
difcoyered and difcarded ; when the peace of the 
Churches fhall be prized and maintained ; and the 
folid virtue and piety of Holy Writ be preferred' to 
fuperftition and enthuiiafm. Let us all duly efteem 
and improve a learned, faithful and pious Miniftry ; 
and acquaint ourfelves fully vidth the fcriptural marks 
and arts of feducers, and avoid them. Let great care- 
be taken in the introduftion of men Bito the Gc^el 
Miniftry ; an^ let the peace and ordat of the Churches 
be facredly regarded, and fuch as would break them 
' be fhunned. And who can tell how foon the abufe 
of religious liberty, with all its rninous efteds, fhall 
give way to the increafe of love and peace, regularity 
and holiriefs ? 

W^ have alfo too much reafon to believe, foreign 
intrigue has done much to divide us as a nation, and 
obftruQ; the public weal. We have, indeed, great 
reafon to believe, that this has been a capital machine, 
employed againft our peace ; a principal wedge, driv- 
en with ftrong and repeated blows, to fplit us into 
^ j^eces, to the ruin of our happy Union. An excellent 
and patriotic writer of our own has made this matter 
plain ; " The bleflings of good government," fay? he, 
J^ have been moft imminently and immediately en- 
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4a^re4 \>^ foreign intri^e. From this fource. haye 
aurj^ep our greateft perils. This bane of our independ* 
ence, peace and profperity»has teen operating in vari.- 
ous ways for more than i^enty years paft, in infidious 
(efforts, to diminifli our national Umits, importance and 
refources \ in keeping alive national prejudices y in at- 
tempts to prevent our having an efficient government ; 
in, gritftll uratagfims to diminifli and weaken the pow- 
^s veiled in the Execiative ; to deftroy the checks 2Xidi 
balances^ and to confolidate the diilino: and well-djir 
fined powers of the Three Branches eftablifhed in the 
Conftitution ; in frequent interff rences in the man- 
agement 0^ our national concerns; in fomenting di- 
vifions among us ; and in patronizing and circulating 
publications, calculated to Qherifh and increafe them j 
py calumniating our Rulers, mifreprefenting their 
Bjeafiires, and exciting murmurs,, prejudices, and open 
and dire£t oppofition agalnft the laws. In thefe, and 
^nany other ways, too numerous to detail, has foreign 
intrigue difcovereditfelf among us, and attempted ta 
check our national growth, and to deprive us of the 
bl^ngs. of a free and independent government. 
, It was by intrigues and artifices, likej:hofe we have, 
pientioned, that all the Ilq)ublics of Ei^ofe hs?ft. been 
proftrated at the feet of France. It was in the fame 
Vay tjiat the free States of Gfeece were ruined, and 
their liberty loft."* Let usblefs God for this difcov- 
ery ; and be thankful that all our oppofition to govt 
ernment, and a fatal fpirit of (Hforga^ssation, are not 
the fpontaneous growth of the American foil. It was 
through art and deception, and not from native cof*^ 
ruption, that many, otherwife good, citizens among 
us have done wrong,- and injured their country. When 
the growing light ftiall blefs their heads, it will be feen 
that their hearts have not erred. , ^ 

, Gretitufie is an amiable virtue ; but when we fee 
wk^open eyeS, that^t has been ignorantly direfted ip 
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a fbrdigtf nation, we fliall exchange it f©r jt^ict' to 
ourfelves* Converts, of this haj^y fort, are "daily 
made ; and, for the honour of Americat we will hope 
and believe, their number will be enlarged ; and that 
our union, ipatriotifm and Rrmhefs will render our 
name excellent in the earth. 

We only add ; a fpirit of 'in^dity^ ititmarality and 
ungedlinefs, fpreading among us, is another obfttuction 
of the public welfare, and an enemy to it. ' But, for 
our €t)mfort, we fay, neither is tiiis 'of our own foil, 
but a foreign produdtion. The laborious and critical 
author, before cited, hadi faid, " The Philofophifts 
and'Revolutionifl:%of France appear to have afted tip- 
on the maxim of Thomas Paine, ' that an army of 
principles' ysiW penetrate where an army of foldiers can- 
not; It is neither the Rhind (he fays) the Channel, 
nor the Ocean, that can ' arreft its progrefs. It will 
march to the hopzon of the world, and it v^ll con- 
quer.' In conformity' to this maxim, that infamous 
Book, ftyled. The Age rf Reafon,v}^% written in France 
(and, it is laid', in the houfe and imder the patronage 
of Mr. Munroe) printed there in the Mnglijh lan- 
guage, and a cargo of 15,060 copies, at onetime, fent 
into thefe United States, ziid difpofed of by fale at a cheap 
rate, or given away. Befides thefe imported Copies, 
numerous editions of the lame worjc (fhame on our 
couflti-y !) hafe been printed here. TTie effe£ts {jto* 
duced by the extenfive circulation of thefe books, and 
others of the fame caft and tendenfcy, in the evident 
fpread cf infidel and atheiftical principles, and the cdn- 
fequent deterioration of morals, evince that thefe Apof- 
tles of Illuminatifm have not been linfilcc^ful in their 
labours.*' 

It thus appears, we' muft allo^Sv^, that we were tod 
re«dy to receive the fatal plant, and to <ifherifh it. But 
will a People, always ufed^ to reverence the God of 
Heavea, and among whom many pious foUs rtmain, ' 
long be guilty of this madnefs ? Rather let us hope, 
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thSftjin an exchange of cikumftantes, we fhall, through 
grace, come to ourfelves ; honour the God of our 
Fathers ; and confefs, with deep cdntritioni that we 
have erred, and played the fool exceedingly. 

Thefe are our difeafes. Let us hope, though God, 
they are curable ; left we mourn, in accents of untried 
forrow, " Is there no bahn in Gilead ? No Phyfician 
there ? Why then is not the health of the People re* 
covered ?" 

We will fpend a few moments, hoWever, in viewing 
the brighter fide of our profpefts ; that we may raife 
our hopes ftill higher of the nation's profperity. 
'. The Providences of God to our leathers, and to us, 
have been favourable, next to a miracle. Within our 
remembrance, he hath done great things for us ; for 
which we fhould be glad, and offer due praife. Ouir 
revolution turned up events fo truly gracious, that the 
blind fee, and the inconfiderate adore the hand oiHim 
** who works in all, yet who alone leems not to work." 
And fmce that day his bleffings have defcended in 
fhowers. If I be not deceived, never was there before 
a People fo numerous and fo well-informed as this, 
who had entire leifure and full opportunity, and the 
moft haj^y means of forming Conftitutions of Govern- 
ment for themfelves, and then of isceiving them, after 
the moft mature deliberation. And our happftnefs, 
under their adniiniftration, has furpaCffed even our own 
fanguine expeftations. And this has been the cafe, 
notwithftanding the many and peciiliar embarraffments 
which have attended faid adminiftrationi Never, it 
feems, was there before a young Republic fo exceed- 
ingly harraffed in the management of its affairs. Eter- 
nal honour to our firm and patriotic Rulers, who 
have borne the burden and heat of the day. , So&ie, 
better informed than niyfelf, think their vigorous and 
firm meafures. have faved the Coi^itution itfelf from 
fhipwreck ! If fo, what thanks are due to them,' and 
to God! And what joyful hopes arife from hence/iof 
our future felicity ! ,_ JBleffed 



Ble]fe.4t)e Qf^, our prefent circum/lances are fo glod 
andpromifing /Hitherto hath the Lord faved- us, irt 
the niidft of great and preflmg trials. We hope he 
will yet fave us. While the State Governments, 
fo generally, move happily in their refpefliive 
fiations, the Federal one, like the fun in the 
centre of its fyftem, gives light and ftrength, union, 
and liability to them all, > And the nation appears to 
be emerging from the darknefs of trouble to die light 
of joy and- independent felicity. A fpirit of patriotifm 
and zeal for government, have become general. A 
fenfe of the public w^eal, as depending on o^urfelves, and 
not on any other nation, has nobly fpread and honoured 
the union. , The firm and truly American fpirit of this 
great Commonwealth, is a joyful confideration. And 
the prefervation of the life, and eminent ufefulnefs 
of the Presibent of the Union, and the appearance 
of a Washington once more at the head of our ar- 
my, are matters of profound gratitude to Jehovah, 
and of high joy and hope to us. Being myfelf an 
American, and loving the happinefs and honour of 
my country, I cannot eafily omit, in this places an eulo- 
gy, laconic ^ndtranfcendant, faid to have been pro- 
nounced by a foreigner on thefe two great Perfonages 
oi America. A gentleman faid to his friend, Nwith 
much feijoulhefs, " Do you believe there is a man on 
earth really poffeffedof all thofe excellencies which 
are afcribed to Prejid^nt WASHiNGroN ?" " I never 
did till r law yoHN Adams" 

Thefe, and fiinilar fads, juftly raife our hopes of na- 
tional felicity, and waft;, our thoughts forward on the 
wings, of dj^ghtful anticipation/* Many things, to the 
fame purpofe, might be added •,' we might enlargp on 
the fituation, richnefs and refources of this favoured 
covyitry ; the vigour .and fijrmnefs with which our 
means of defence have been adopted, and the fuccefs 
crowning thenj &c. bpt I dare prefume no jfurther on 
the patience of this honoured affembly. 
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Let lis theQj in our fever al fpheres, ||e animated, in 
our duty. Let the People ftudy, to be quiet, and to 
db their own bufmefs ; fear Gon, and. honour Gov- 
ernment, and meddle not with them who are given to 
change. Let our Rulers prove themfelves^the .light of 
Our Ifrael. Let thde, and the Minifters of Religion, 
Z&. in fweet agreement ; let them look on each other 
with a benevolent eye, not mixing their powers and 
their interefts with unjufl or oppreffive views 5 but im- 
bibing a fpirit of love and efteem mutually ; and aid- 
ing each other in the great and godlike defign of ma- 
king an happy nation. So will the Lord fulfil all 
Our ddires, leading his chofen people by the hands q£ 
Moses and Aaron* 

If any thing has been d;elivered, unfuiteble to -this 
hnportanf and joyful occafion, or injurious to the pub- 
lic weal, the candour of this intelligent audience will 
cover it. And may God blefs a fincere endeavour to 
ferve my country, to fulfil my duty, and to aid the 
Redeenjer's caufe, fo generally and fo unhappily neg- 
kdled. 

Your Excellency will aecept of our congratulations 
on the repeated fuffrages of your country, by which 
you are again the firfl light of this part of our Ifrael. 
To pay you. Sir, an unmeaniag or painful compli- 
ment, I am not willing. But to rejoice in a rnan be- 
loved and approved in fo exalted a ftation, and whom 
an intelligent People have fo often called to the Chief 
Seat of Government, is both my pleafant duty atwi 
gratified ambition. 

It is our fweet hope, that you will ftill attend faith- 
fully, with advice of Council f to the defence, and^hap- 
pindb of your country. Their wifdom and firmnefs, 
we trail, will be a feafonable aid to your Excellency. 
Yout own judgment will naturally be confirmed by 
their*s, enabling you to a^ with fuller fatisfeQaon, and 
more wiimating hopes. That modefty which attesudk 
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merit vM ^adly recme GoncmTing advice. Ar4 «lji** 
afting, yoa; >yi}l do honour to yourffelf, and vgrify the 
remark 0f Solomon ; " 'fhe words of wife men are 
heard in quiet, more than the cry of him that ruleth 
among fools." . 

We prefume not to inftru^t your Exeeijency ; but 
|t is agreeable to our fubjefit to fay, yoa will tenderly 
love the People ; pay a facred regard to thfe iConftitutiotk 
in yojH- conduG: ; fee that governmental proceedings 
are guided by wifdom and juftice ; regard merit in pla- 
cing men in office ; feek the peace of the natbn; and 
'aid the progrefs of learning, virtue and retigioni You 
mi attend. Sir, to the removal of "die eruel oWlruc 
t$<3ns, whidi are thrown in the way of the public wel- 
fer« ; and as readily improve the fea&ns and means 
of advancing the propfer and direfib happinefs of tiie 
body. Your urbanity and moral virtues will eminent- 
ly fer^e the general caufe ; as the mitnners of the great 
defcend to the lower grades of men, and are caught 
with avidity. And as " a Chriftian is the higheft ftyle 
of man," you, Sir, willihine with redoubled luftre, hav- 
ing fmcerely joined that to " His Excellency." With 
this "mingled glory. Sir, we pray, that you inay long 
be a light and a bleffing on earth ; and finally Ihine, 
"as the fun in the firmament, and as a ftar for evea: 
and ever- 

TheTwoBranches of the General Court receive our 
refpeft, and our cordial 'si'iflies fonthem, as men, and as 
Rulers- Thatt part of them, who have long ferved 
their country, and honoured their .ftations, deferve our 
thanks ; as they receive the approbation of their eon- 
flituents in a light the moft unequivocal in their re- 
peated eleftions. May the eleSions of the day be atr 
tended to with that deliberation, wifdoin and regard t0 
merit, which the importance of the matter demands- 
As affairs of great moment nKty come before you in 
the coMrfe-of the year, we pray God to give you thdt 
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knowledge, iilt^ityand firmnefs, lyhich will render 
*you equal to then^'- Arid as real%orth is proved in 
arduous and trying fervices, and fliines the more, we 
truft you will be prepared to manifeft that worth, 
fhould the trial come. The poll of honom is often 
the poft of danger. Let your genuine patriotifm, and 
your refolution in duty, make you equal to every trial. 

Be united in your love of the country, that, with 
the more eafe you may be united alfo in the mean^of 
its prefervatiori and happmefs.' .Put on candour and 
patience in your dehberations ; and let no partial views 
bias your judgments, or corrupt your afF@<Sions, And 
let me fay, with the faireft intention, and with all due 
refpeO;, " Take heed, Honoured Fathers, thatye fall 
not out by the way." " A kingdoni'divldeii^ags&ft 
itfelf cannot Hand." You will do all in your power 
to prevent fuch ruin. 

The times are difficnlt. A good old Minifter of 
tliis country in fuch a day, ttiade this caution the 
ground of a public difcourfe : " When we do not 
know what to do, wc fliould be careful not to do we- 
-know not what." Your knowledge and priideitffe, I 
hope, will fave you always from fuch^ rafhnefs. Many 
caufes, and feme of them forcible, have perplexed and 
divided the minds of good citizens in their ideas of 
government and politics. It will be your duty and 
honour to fee through thofe things which grieve and 
divide others ; and by a condudt uniformly wife, con- 
ftitutional and benevolent, to open their eyes ; and 
thus to convince them alfo, that our government and 
adminiftration are, as they ought to be, eminently for 
the good of the People ; and that there is a mighty 
diiference between government, and no government ; 
between a good one, and a corrupt one ; and b*s^en 
their real friends, and infidious foes. By fugh a con-t 
du£k may you greatly ferve the State, 

i^- And 
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And may t^is government, and every State govern* 
ment fo concur with a wife, firm and righteous a4- 
miniftration of the Federal Government, as that the 
Union fhall be fafely guided through its prefent fea of 
perplexity and fear, to the haven of entire peace with 
itfelf. . And may this internal peace be accompanied 
with peace abroad, and not difturbid with foreign 
wars or foreign politics. And we alfo pray, that, on 
, thsar own account, all the nations of Europe may be 
guided to an equitable and lafting peace ; in whi6h 
the peace of Zion, and the welfare of mankind may alfo 
be great and lafting. In all your efforts to ftiine, and 
be ufeful in your high ftations, may God guide you 
by unerring wifdom, and crown th^m^ with the defircd 
fuccefs. And all the people who are wife and good, 
will receive your fervijces with gratitude ; and, for 
your fakes, as well as their own, th?y will pray, that 
the light of Ifrael may not be quenched. May you 
all be faithful in a few things, and finally be made Ru- 
lers over many things, and be welcomed to your Great 
Mailer's joy. 

A principle of piety isf fo effential to the difcharge of 
all relative duties, as well as -all others, that I fhall be 
juftified in clofing this difcourfe by an inculcation of it. 

Men and Brethren, whether Rulers or ruled, we 
have all a part to zQ. in this fhort life, of importance, 
beyond all conception great. A fliture and an eter- 
nal fcene awaits us ; full of jey and glory on the one 
hand, and of Ihame and contempt on the other. We 
fhall efcape the latter and obtain the former, if the 
, grace which bringeth falvation teach us to deny ungod- 
linefs and worldly lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly 
and godly in the prefent world. Thus ferving God, 
and our generation, by the. will of God, we fhall re- 
ceive the end of our qourfe, the /ahation of our fouls. 

The worth of this is learnpd by one. confideration, 
taken by itfelf, without addition. The Minifters, 

• ,^ whpin 
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whom God hath provided for human happiaeft, Jknd 
%• this eminently, afford this inftrudion. The great 
Redeemed came into the world as our fa-vant ; •* not 
to be miniftered unto, but to miiufter, and to give his 
life a ranfom for many." The Angels of Heaven are 
fent forth to " minifter to the heirs of falv^tm," 
Chrijiian Rulers, are '" minifters of God to as for 
good/* The M'miflen of the Go/pel are, in a p^uliar 
fenfe, " our fervants for Jasus' fake." They are the -.■ 
gift of our afcended Head, appointed and continued 
*' for the perfefting of the faints, for the work of the 
Minify, and the edifying of the body of Christ, till 
we come to the ftature of perfect men." To render 
thi& Miniftry thus glorious, and fuccefsful, the Hoar 
Sp/jwr is alfo fent into the world. In this viewhe k, 
in the higheft fenfe, a Minifter of God for our good* 
And as aU I^eaven is for us, rejoicing at the repent, 
ance and falvation of one fmner : So all Hell is againfi: 
us, the prince of it, with his legions, walking about, 
feeking.whom he may devour. 

If fuch be the combat, and fuch the cconbatants, 
what muft the prize of the warfare be ! Is ourfahation 
(ffuch amazing import ? Then let us fo efteem it ! Let 
us adore the God who has made tlie wonderous pro- 
vifion for it. 

What a cre£tture is man, for whom the God of 
Heaven bath done fo much ! I do not know that we 
can think too highly of ourfelves, even in the depths of 
ouf humility, for our crimes. 

Of human nature ne'er too high 

Are our ideas wrought ; 
Of human merit ne'er too low 

Dqirefs'd-the daring thought," 

Can we afl: agreeably to the dignity of this nature, 
and our future profpefts, unlefs we become the walling 
followers of Christ, t|ie Light of our world, and the 

Saviour 



C 3^ 1 

Saviour, of our fouls? May his healing word dwell in 
us richly, and^uide us in our duty to God, to fociety, 
and to ourfelves, and make us harmlefs and blame- 
lefs, the children of God, without rebuke, Ihining as 
lights in the world. Then, with the affurance of 
hope, we may long for that day, in wfeich the righteous 
fliall (hine as the fun, in lie kingdom of their Father, 
To^ that bleffednefs and glory may we all at laft 
be brdught, through Jesus Christ, our Divine 
Redeemer. 




